POLI 322
Israeli Political System
Section EC
Fall 2026

This syllabus is subject to change and any changes will be posted in the
Announcements section of your eConcordia portal.

Disclaimer: In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University's control,
the content and/or evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change.

About this Course

Instructor: Csaba Nikolenyi

Instructor Contact Information: csaba.nikolenyi@concordia.ca

This email address allows you to contact the Professor directly. If you have any questions or
concerns about the course that are specific to you, or if there is a delay in hearing back from
your TA, please do not hesitate to use this email.

Office Hours: Tuesdays 10AM to 11AM
Zoom Link: Zoom link posted in the course

TAs:
TA Contact Information: available through the course website (Contact page)

Course Description

Israeli politics attracts much attention worldwide for reasons that are related to the external
relations and the security affairs of the state. However, the conflicts and issues that define
Israeli foreign policy are fundamentally shaped and processed by the domestic political system.
Since its inception in 1948, Israel has maintained a democratic system of government while at
the same time creating a sovereign home for the Jewish people. The tension between the twin
characteristics of the state of Israel as both Jewish and democratic is at the center of the main
challenges that define Israeli politics. In this course we examine the historical, social and
institutional factors that shape the contemporary domestic politics of the state of Israel.


mailto:csaba.nikolenyi@concordia.ca

Learning Objectives
Students are expected to develop an informed understanding of the Israeli political system by
the end of the course:

1. By the midterm exam, students will be able to describe the history of Arab-Jews relations in
Palestine and the history of the modern Zionist movement.

2. By the end of this course, students will be able to explain the origins and the operation of the
main political institutions of the State of Israel.

3. By the end of the course, students will be able to identify the complexity of social cleavages
and their effects on Israeli politics.

4. By the end of the course, students will recognize the interconnected nature of domestic
politics, foreign policy and national security in the State of Israel.

Textbook
Politics and Government in Israel 4th Edition by Gregory S. Mahler (Author), Reuven Y. Hazan

The textbook will be available in ebook format and available one month prior to the course start
date:

https://www.bkstr.com/concordiastore/shop/textbooks-and-course-materials

The Library has an e-copy in its digital stacks:

https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/oclc/934280221 The Oxford Handbook of Israeli
Politics and Society, edited by Reuven Y. Hazan, et al., Oxford University Press, Incorporated,
2021. The e-book is available via Concordia Library.

Link: https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1229931043

Michelle from the Library will prepare a library research presentation for the second week
of November and the recording will be posted in the course once available.

Additional and recommended readings:

Readings in addition to those from the Textbook and the Oxford Handbook can be found in the
Concordia Library Electronic Reserves.

Please visit
https://reserves.concordia.ca/

and login with your Concordia netname and password.


https://www.bkstr.com/concordiastore/shop/textbooks-and-course-materials
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/oclc/934280221
https://concordiauniversity.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1229931043
https://reserves.concordia.ca/

Once you are in the Reserves, please make sure to choose the current semester (Fall 2026)
and then look for our reserved readings either under the course name (POLI 322 EC) or under
the instructor's name: Csaba Nikolenyi.

Course Website
The course website can be accessed at www.econcordia.com , through the eConcordia Moodle
Dashboard.

Students will have access to the course content for 6 months after the end of the term for which
you are registered. After 6 months, students will still have access to their grades through their
eConcordia account.

Assessments

Assessments
Weekly Graded Quizzes (Graded starting

10%

Week 3)
Mid-term exam 30%
Government formation simulation reflection 10%
Term paper 20%
Final Exam 30%

Assessment descriptions
Weekly Graded Quizzes (10%)

During the first two weeks, there will be an ungraded quiz for practice only due to the DNE
deadline (Lesson 2 and Lesson 3 Quizzes Ungraded). Starting Week 4, the weekly quizzes will
be graded. 1.25% per week. 8 quizzes (Lessons 4-11) will count towards the final grade.
Weekly quizzes will be available 24h on the scheduled date and once activated, there will be a
timer (timer TBD) for each quiz. The weekly quizzes will be available every Tuesday. Students
registered with the ACSD will receive their extra time.

Mid-term exam (30%)

The mid-term examination format and instructions will be announced closer to the scheduled
date.

Government formation simulation reflection (10%)


http://www.econcordia.com/

During Week 10, you will have to complete a mandatory exercise to simulate the formation of an
Israeli government. The rules of the “game” will be explained in detail during Week 10. By the
end of the week, you will have to submit a 500-word essay that describes the process and
explains the results of your simulation. In addition to the assigned readings and the lectures,
you should also refer to the following source that provides summaries about the history,
ideology an leadership of Israeli political parties including the ones that are included in the
simulation: https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/israeli-political-parties

Term paper (20%)
You will have to write a research paper on a topic that will be assigned to you on November 2.
Final Exam (30%)

The final exam will be available for 3h on eConcordia. The Examinations Office schedules the
Final Exam on a specific date and time. Do plan your schedules accordingly. Students
registered with the ACSD will receive their extra time.

If you have a legitimate final exam conflict, you have two options, but you MUST take the
necessary steps directly with the Examinations Office within the deadline date for an option
below to apply. For more information, please visit the following link to work with the
Examinations Office regarding potential options
(https://www.concordia.ca/students/exams/conflicts.html)

Grades

Please note the following grading scheme adopted by the Department of Political
Science:

90-100 % A+ 430 Outstanding
85-89 % A 4.00 Outstanding
80-84 % A- 3.70 Outstanding
77-79 % B+ 3.30 Very good
73-76 % B 3.00 Very good
70-72 % B- 2.70 Very good
67-69 % C+ 230 Satisfactory
63-66 % C 2.00 Satisfactory
60-62 % C- 170 Satisfactory
57-59 % D+ 1.30 Marginal pass
53-56 % D 1.00 Marginal pass
50-52 % D- 0.70 Marginal pass

Behaviour
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All individuals participating in courses are expected to be professional and constructive
throughout the course, including in their communications.

Concordia students are subject to the Code of Rights and Responsibilities which applies both
when students are physically and virtually engaged in any University activity, including classes,
seminars, meetings, etc. Students engaged in University activities must respect this Code when
engaging with any members of the Concordia community, including faculty, staff, and students,
whether such interactions are verbal or in writing, face to face or online/virtual. Failing to comply
with the Code may result in charges and sanctions, as outlined in the Code.

IP

Content belonging to instructors shared in online courses, including, but not limited to, online
lectures, course notes, and video recordings of classes remain the intellectual property of the
faculty member. It may not be distributed, published or broadcast, in whole or in part, without
the express permission of the faculty member. Students are also forbidden to use their own
means of recording any elements of an online class or lecture without express permission of the
instructor. Any unauthorized sharing of course content may constitute a breach of the Academic
Code of Conduct and/or the Code of Rights and Responsibilities. As specified in the Policy on
Intellectual Property, the University does not claim any ownership of or interest in any student
IP. All university members retain copyright over their work.

Extraordinary Circumstances

In the event of extraordinary circumstances and pursuant to the Academic Regulations the
University may modify the delivery, content, structure, forum, location and/or evaluation
scheme.

In the event of such extraordinary circumstances, students will be informed of the changes.

Use of Concordia email

Your Concordia email is the official channel for all university communications, as required by the
university’s Policy on Concordia email accounts for students and employees. Please use your
Concordia email for all communication related to this course and check it regularly so you don’t miss
important information. Learn more about how to access your Concordia email.

As a student, you are expected to follow the email policy and to use your Concordia email in a
respectful and responsible manner. The policy helps ensure that communication across the
university is secure, reliable, and consistent.
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Plagiarism

Department of Political Science Statement on Plagiarism

The Department of Political Science has zero tolerance for plagiarism.
1. What is plagiarism?

The University defines plagiarism as “the presentation of the work of another person, in
whatever form, as one’s own or without proper acknowledgement” (Concordia Academic Code
of Conduct, Article 19a,
https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/concordia/offices/provost/docs/Academic-Code-Conduct-
2015.pdf). Plagiarism is an academic offence governed by the Code of Conduct (Academic). To
find out more about how to avoid plagiarism, see the Concordia University Student Success
Centre at: https://www.concordia.ca/students/success.html

2. What are the consequences of being caught?
Students caught plagiarizing are subject to the following sanctions:

(a) a written reprimand; (b) a piece of work be re-submitted; (c) an examination be taken anew;
(d) a grade reduction or grade of zero for the piece of work in question; (e) a grade reduction or
failing grade for the course; (f) a failing grade and ineligibility for a supplemental examination or
any other evaluative exercise for the course; (g) the obligation to take and pass courses of up to
twenty-four (24) credits in addition to the total number of credits required for the student’s
program; (h) suspension for a period not to exceed six (6) academic terms. Suspensions shall
entail the withdrawal of all University privileges, including the right to enter and be on University
premises; (i) expulsion from the University. Expulsion entails the permanent termination of all
University privileges. In the case of a student who has already graduated, the only two available
sanctions are (i) a notation on the student’s academic record that he or she has been found
guilty of academic misconduct; or (ii) a recommendation to Senate for the revocation of the
degree obtained. (Academic Code of Conduct, Articles 21-25)

Complete regulations can be found in the Academic Code of Conduct.

Intellectual Property

Content belonging to instructors shared in online courses, including, but not limited to, online
lectures, course notes, and video recordings of classes remain the intellectual property of the
faculty member. It may not be distributed, published or broadcast, in whole or in part, without
the express permission of the faculty member. Students are also forbidden to use their own
means of recording any elements of an online class or lecture without express permission of the
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instructor. Any unauthorized sharing of course content may constitute a breach of the Academic
Code of Conduct and/or the Code of Rights and Responsibilities.

Changes of the Syllabus

The instructor reserves the right to amend the schedule of meetings and assignments listed in
this syllabus as might become necessary based on events throughout the semester. Any
changes to the syllabus will be announced and students will receive an amended syllabus in
writing. Copies of the most up to date syllabus can be found on the course website on Moodle.



Third Party Software/Websites

Here is an excerpt on Concordia's policy on Educational software or services developed and
owned by third parties, including those linked to textbooks, in-class surveys, lecture capture,
virtual classrooms, course assignments and quizzes can be invaluable tools for the
development and teaching of courses.

Third-Party software/websites that require personal information (name, email, student
number, etc.):

Students are advised that external software and/or websites will be used in the course and
students may be asked to submit or consent to the submission of personal information (for
example, name and email) to register for an online service. Students are responsible for reading
and deciding whether or not to agree to any applicable terms of use. Use of this software and
service is voluntary. Students who do not consent to the use the software or service should
identify themselves to the course instructor as soon as possible, and in all cases before the
DNE deadline, to discuss alternate modes of participation.

Third-party software/websites for work submission:

Students are advised that external software and/or websites will be used in the course and
students may be asked to submit or consent to the submission of their work to an online service.
Students are responsible for reading and deciding whether or not to agree to any applicable
terms of use. Use of this software and service is voluntary. Students who do not consent to the
use the software or service should identify themselves to the course instructor as soon as
possible to discuss alternate modes of participation that do not require them to give copyright or
the right to use their work to a third party.

By using the external software or websites, students agree to provide and share their work and
certain personal information (where applicable) with the website/software provider. Students are
advised that the University cannot guarantee the protection of intellectual property rights or
personal information provided to any website or software company. Intellectual property and
personal information held in foreign jurisdictions are subject to the laws of such jurisdictions.

Third-party technology to record a course:

Note that, as a part of this course, some or all of the lectures and/or other activities in this
course may be recorded. Recordings will be focused on the instructor and will normally exclude
students. It is possible, however, that your participation may be recorded. If you wish to ensure
that your image are not recorded, speak to your instructor as soon as possible.

Also, please note that you may not share recordings of your classes and that the instructor will
only share class recordings for the purpose of course delivery and development. Any other
sharing may be in violation of the law and applicable University policies, and may be subject to
penalties.



Important Information

Topic

Link

Academic Integrity

Academic Integrity

Educational Technology Guidelines

Concordia Educational
Technology Guidelines for
Faculty and Students (the

‘Guidelines”)
Access Centre for Students with Disabilities ACSD
Concordia Library Citation & Style Guides How to cite...

Course Communication Tools

Communication

eConcordia Policies Policies
Final Exams Information Final Exams
Helpdesk/Support EAQ
Refunds Refunds

Technical Requirements

Technical Requirements

Tips for Studying Online

Studying Tips

Tips on how to reach online learning goals (learning

modules)

How to Succeed @ eConcordia

How to install and use Zoom

Zoom Information
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POLI 322 - Israeli Political System
Agenda
Fall 2026

All deadlines indicated are on the due date listed by 11:59 p.m. unless otherwise
indicated.

Week 1: September 7 - September 13

Lesson 1: Introduction and Overview

September 07 |Labour Day, university closed

September 08 |Classes begin

September 08 |Discussion Board opens at 2 PM.

September 09 |Zoom Session at 9 AM: Orientation Session

Week 2: September 14 - September 20

Lesson 2: Zionism and the Creation of the State of Israel

Required readings:
Mahler, Chapter 1.

The Balfour Declaration (1917). In ltamar Rabinovich and Jehuda Reinharz.
2008. Israel in the Middle East: Documents, Readings on Society, Politics,
and Foreign Relations, Pre-1948 to the Present. Waltham; Brandeis
University Press. Pp. 29-30.

The White Paper (1939). Itamar Rabinovich and Jehuda Reinharz.
2008.lIsrael in the Middle East: Documents, Readings on Society, Politics,
and Foreign Relations, Pre-1948 to the Present. Waltham; Brandeis
University Press. Pp. 48-53.

September 15 |Lesson 2 Quiz (Ungraded) opens

September 20 |Lesson 2 Quiz (Ungraded) closes

Week 3: September 21 - September 27

Lesson 3: Immigration, Political Cleavages and Communities in Israel




Required readings:
Mahler, Chapter 2. Pp. 43-60

Uri Ram, “Sociopolitical Cleavages in Israel”, in The Oxford Handbook of
Israeli Politics and Society, edited by Reuven Y. Hazan, et al., Oxford
University Press, Incorporated, 2021, chapter 7

September 21 |Deadline to add fall-term courses

Deadline for withdrawal with tuition refund (DNE) from fall-term

September 21
courses

September 22 |Lesson 3 Quiz (Ungraded) opens

September 27 |Lesson 3 Quiz (Ungraded) closes

Week 4: September 28 - October 4

Lesson 4: Religion in Israeli Politics

Required reading:
Mahler, Chapter 2, pp. 60-73.

Asher Cohen, “Religion, Politics and Society in Israel’, in The Oxford
Handbook of Israeli Politics and Society, edited by Reuven Y. Hazan, et al.,
Oxford University Press, Incorporated, 2021, chapter 9

Guy Ben-Porat, “Religion in Israeli Politics”, in The Oxford Handbook of
Israeli Politics and Society, edited by Reuven Y. Hazan, et al., Oxford
University Press, Incorporated, 2021, chapter 32

September 29 |Lesson 4 Quiz (Graded) opens

October 04 Lesson 4 Quiz (Graded) closes

Week 5: October 5 - October 11

Lesson 5: The Military in Israeli Politics

Required reading:
Mahler, Chapter 3.

Yoram Peri, “The Military in Israeli Politics”, in The Oxford Handbook of
Israeli Politics and Society, edited by Reuven Y. Hazan, et al., Oxford
University Press, Incorporated, 2021, chapter 33

October 06 Lesson 5 Quiz (Graded) opens

October 10 Reading week begins




October 11 Lesson 5 Quiz (Graded) closes

Mid-term break: October 12 - October 16

October 12 Thanksgiving Day, university closed

October 16 Reading week ends

Week 6: October 19 - October 25

Lesson 6: The Constitutional System and the Judiciary

Required reading:
Mahler, Chapter 4, 5 pp. 147-58.

Gregory Mahler, “The ‘Constitutional’ System of Israel”, in The Oxford
Handbook of Israeli Politics and Society, edited by Reuven Y. Hazan, et al.,
Oxford University Press, Incorporated, 2021, chapter 15

Menachem Hofnung and Mohammed S. Wattad, “The Judicial Branch in
Israel”’, in The Oxford Handbook of Israeli Politics and Society, edited by
Reuven Y. Hazan, et al., Oxford University Press, Incorporated, 2021,
chapter 18.

October 19 Zoom Session at 10 am "Midterm Exam Preview session

October 20 Lesson 6 Quiz (Graded) opens

Midterm Exam - The midterm exam will be available from 9am to
11:59pm (Montreal time). During this period, students will be allowed
to make ONE attempt at the exam. Once started, the exam will close in
100 minutes.

October 21

Last day to submit required documentation to register with the Access
October 23 Centre for Students with Disabilities and request exam accommodations for
the fall 2026 final examination period

October 25 Lesson 6 Quiz (Graded) closes

Week 7: October 26 - November 1

Lesson 7: The Knesset (the Parliament of Israel)

Required readings:
Mabhler, Chapter 5. Pp. 117-33

Chen Friedberg and Reuven Hazan, “The Legislative Brach in Israel” in
Hazan, R. Y., Dowty, A., Hofnung, M., & Rahat, G. (2021). The Oxford
Handbook of Israeli Politics and Society, chapter 17.
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October 27 Lesson 7 Quiz (Graded) opens

November 01 |Lesson 7 Quiz (Graded) closes

Week 8: November 2 - November 8

Lesson 8: The Executive

Required readings:
Mahler, Chapter 5, pp. 133-47

Ofer Kenig, “The Executive Branch in Israel”, in The Oxford Handbook of
Israeli Politics and Society, edited by Reuven Y. Hazan, et al., Oxford
University Press, Incorporated, 2021, chapter 16

Nikolenyi, C. (2022). The Presidency of Israel. In: Kumaraswamy, P.R.
(eds) The Palgrave International Handbook of Israel. Palgrave Macmillan,
Singapore.

Nikolenyi, C. (2022). President of Israel: Chaim Weizmann. In:
Kumaraswamy, P.R. (eds) The Palgrave International Handbook of Israel.
Palgrave Macmillan, Singapore.

Nikolenyi, C. (2022). President of Israel: Chaim Herzog. In: Kumaraswamy,
P.R. (eds) The Palgrave International Handbook of Israel. Palgrave
Macmillan, Singapore

November 03 |Lesson 8 Quiz (Graded) opens

November 08 |Lesson 8 Quiz (Graded) closes

Week 9: November 9 - November 15

Lesson 9: The Political Party System in Israel

November 09 7,5, Session at 12 pm (Noon) Term Paper Preview Session

Required readings:
Mabhler, Chapter 7.

Reuven Y, Hazan, “Parties and the Party System in Israel” in Hazan, R. Y.,
Dowty, A., Hofnung, M., & Rahat, G. (2021). The Oxford Handbook of
Israeli Politics and Society, chapter 20.

November 10 |Lesson 9 Quiz (Graded) opens

November 15 |Lesson 9 Quiz (Graded) closes




Week 10: November 16 - November 22

Government Formation Simulation Exercise

November 16

Zoom Session at 10 am Government Simulation Preview Session

November 16

Deadline for academic withdrawal (DISC) from fall-term courses

November 20

Government formation simulation reflection due

Week 11: November 23 - November 29

Lesson 10: Elections and Electoral Politics

Required readings:
Mahler, Chapters 6,8.

Matthew S. Shugart, “The Electoral System of Israel”, in The Oxford
Handbook of Israeli Politics and Society, edited by Reuven Y. Hazan, et al.,
Oxford University Press, Incorporated, 2021, chapter 19.

Assaf Shapira and Gideon Rahat, “Electoral Behavior in Israel”, in The
Oxford Handbook of Israeli Politics and Society, edited by Reuven Y.
Hazan, et al., Oxford University Press, Incorporated, 2021, chapter 36

November 24

Lesson 10 Quiz (Graded) opens

November 29

Lesson 10 Quiz (Graded) closes

Week 12: November 30 - December 7

Lesson 11: Israeli Foreign Policy and the Peace Process

Required readings:
Mahler, Chapters 9, 10.

Palestine Liberation Organization. 1968. The Palestine National Charter, in
Itamar Rabinovich and Jehuda Reinharz. 2008. /srael in the Middle East:
Documents, Readings on Society, Politics, and Foreign Relations, Pre-
1948 to the Present. Waltham; Brandeis University Press. Pp. 243-4.

Palestine Liberation Organization. 1973. Political Program, in Itamar
Rabinovich and Jehuda Reinharz. 2008. /srael in the Middle East:
Documents, Readings on Society, Politics, and Foreign Relations, Pre-
1948 to the Present. Waltham; Brandeis University Press. Pp. 253-7.

Palestinian Authority. 1996. Amendment to the Palestine National
Chatrter. In Itamar Rabinovich and Jehuda Reinharz. 2008. Israel in the




Middle East: Documents, Readings on Society, Politics, and Foreign
Relations, Pre-1948 to the Present. Waltham: Brandeis University Press.
Pp. 506-7.

Hamas. 1988. The Covenant of the Islamic Resistance Movement. In
Iltamar Rabinovich and Jehuda Reinharz. 2008. /srael in the Middle East:
Documents, Readings on Society, Politics, and Foreign Relations, Pre-
1948 to the Present. Waltham; Brandeis University Press. Pp. 430-6.

November 30

Term paper due

November 30

Zoom Session at 10 am Final Exam Preview Session

November 30

Last day for instructor-scheduled tests or examinations

December 01

Lesson 11 Quiz (Graded) opens

December 06

Lesson 11 Quiz (Graded) closes

December 07

Last day of classes, fall term

Examinations Period: December 9 - December 22

Final Exam date and time is posted on your Student Hub
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